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Economic Development Meeting Minutes 
April 30, 2008 

 
 

Present:  Bill Plasko, Chairman, Jack Moynihan, Alan Slater, Tom Wynne, Scott 
Murphy, Jeanne Babel, Steve Costello, Town Planner 
 
Absent:  Stephen P. Costello 
 
 

Mr. Costello gave an overview of the Community Planning and Economic 
Development Director position including staff assistance to the Economic 
Development Committee. Conflicts between the Planning Board and the Board of 
Selectmen have been resolved. Mr. Plasko is looking forward to having Mr. Costello’s 
support and is hopeful that the Committee can be more aggressive in attracting 
business to Norwood. He suggested meeting on regular scheduled dates.  

 
Upcoming Economic Development Meetings are as follows; June 11th, July 

9th, August 13th, and September 10th at 6:00 P.M. in Room 24, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
 Mr. Costello went over the background material on the MGL 43D Program, 
(Expedited Permitting) which is a new initiative from the State.  The State wants to 
identify key priority sites within the Commonwealth where Town’s have put together 
an Expediting Permitting process.  Walpole has done this at the Walpole Mall and on 
Coney Street. Canton has also done this for a couple of projects.   
 
 Mr. Costello led a discussion on the Vanderbilt Avenue area. He distributed a 
property spreadsheet and plan depicting a possible “Vanderbilt Avenue Area 43D – 
Expediting Permitting District”.  The Committee agreed to set up a meeting with the 
property owners in early June to discuss this district. Mr. Costello will mail information 
concerning expedited permitting and  the plan to the affected property owners. 
 
 Mr. Plasko talked about a power generating plan being located in the 
Vanderbilt Avenue Area and thinks this could be a major tax payer for the Town. He 
would like to keep this confidential. Mr. Slater suggested “laying the ground work 
early” and to make sure that the neighbors are well informed about a modern day 
generating plant.  
 
 Mr. Costello updated the Committee on David Spiegel’s TIF Agreement.  He 
received a phone call from the State and because there has not been any 
performance, they would like the Town to make a decision.  Either amend the TIF 
Agreement, which means having Town Meeting re-certify the TIF, starting over again 
or de-certify the TIF.  Mr. Costello has talked to Atty. James Hilliard, representing Mr. 
Spiegel, and Mr. Costello feels that the Committee should invite Mr. Spiegel to the 
next meeting to explain what his plans are.  The Committee agreed. 
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 Mr. Costello then discussed setting up a municipal website that will provide 
the type of economic development information that companies look for when 
deciding where to locate. He asked the Committee if the would like to explore the 
cost of developing such a site.  The Committee asked Mr. Costello to bring some 
ideas and cost to the next meeting. 
 
The Economic Development Committee meeting was adjourned.  
 
 


